1. "Abandoning Emotion Classes -Towards Continuous Emotion Recognition with Modelling of Long-Range Dependencies" was presented at Interspeech 2008.
2. For example, following a hit in 2008, three in 2010, six in 2013, 13 in 2014, 19 in 2015, and 61 in 2016 resulted from a Google Scholar search on 23 October 2017 for "emotion" as keyword in the title and "deep learning" or "DNN" or "deep neural" or "deep neuronal" or "deep net" or "CNN" or "convolutional" or "LSTM" or "long short" or "long range" or "end to end" or "GRU" or "Gated Recurrent" or "Generative Adversarial" or "encoder" or "RBM".
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At the same time, at ACII 2017, the first Editor Lunch of TAC was held. At this occasion and together with the Steering Committee it was decided to switch to one annual Best Technical Contribution Award of TAC which shall follow a procedure as described above for selection, thus being partially of subjective nature, which is added by an annual Most Cited Paper Award of TAC purely objective second annual award. These will be announced annually but be presented at the biannual ACII every second year during the award session. In this context, an exciting step taken by the AAAC is a first interim local ACII-ACII Asia in 2018, htaking place in Beijing 20-22 May 2018 where the first ever ACII was held in 2007-roughly a decade later.
It is a further deepest joy to be able to announce that we could win the following highly esteemed two new members for the editorial board named in alphabetical order: for facial expression analysis Roland Goecke (University of Canberra, Australia), and for physiological measurement Wenming Zheng (Southeast University, P.R. China).
Again, several new reviewers also started their service-a particular thank you is dedicated in this context to all the reviewers. Without them there simply would be no peer-review. Highest quality reviewing can cost considerable amounts of time in an era where time is ever more precious. Even more so, I am more than happy to say that the reviews remained at the highest quality reviews throughout the years as also perceived by the authors: Great reason for joy is also given by the author surveys in the last year: from the first quarter and the last quarter surveys one persistently finds 100 percent of survey participants would submit again and would also "encourage another author to submit a paper". At the same time, no participant found presence of poor quality reviews, and "review time took too long" went down from about one quarter of authors saying yes to zero saying so at the end of the year, well reflecting our continuous efforts to speed up the review process in an ever more fast paced science landscape. Similarly, 100 percent were satisfied with the edited version of their paper at the end of the year-a similar increase showing efforts well paying off also in this respect. A minor change is also found in the brilliant staff at IEEE which can hardly be thanked enough. There, I would like to thank in particular Samantha Jacobs and Antonia Carl who recently took over her role, as well as Jennifer Carruth, Kathy Santa Maria, Hilda Carman, Kimberly Sperka, and Marisa Peacock. An exciting time for the journal is also coming up by the current open call for a new Editor-in-Chief for the 2019-2020 term. After two consecutive terms, it will be my time to hand over the journal I co-founded to the next Editor-in-Chief after having it received from best hands, and which proudly holds its position as the leading journal of its field during these recent times of spotlight and exponentially growing attention for Affective Computing, overall AI, but also more and more AEI. By now a bit more than two decades after the coining of this exciting field, I am more than confident that the future will soon make us encounter affective and increasingly intelligent applications, agents and robots, and general computing systems and machines on a daily basis.
With best wishes for 2018, Bj€ orn W. Schuller Editor-in-Chief
